
“The pilot stated that it was his normal practice after landing to hold the nose of the
aircraft up for aerodynamic braking, by using full up elevator. This could have induced
bending loads on the servo actuator arm.”

The BMAA Technical Office appear to be saying that I flew the aircraft beyond its design
capability.

This is my response.

The MPC 740 Savannah is a STOL (Short Take Off and Landing) aircraft. It is meant to be
flown at high AOT (Angle of Attack). It goes without saying that close attention is required
during take-off to avoid the stall but using a nose high attitude after landing allowing the wings
to provide aerodynamic braking is pretty straight forward. The technique is to apply back
pressure on the control column after the aircraft wheels are on the ground and the a/c speed is
decaying to the point to allow the a/c to  rotate on the main wheels but not enough to allow the
a/c to lift off. It requires a certain judgement.  To fast and the a/c will start to climb followed by
a stall and a bounce (quick power and then reduce to let it down gentle), to slow and the nose
will just not come up and only you known your judgement was wrong!

It is not a technique I have seen used by other Savannah pilots apart from Pete Wilson who was
the Savannah UK demonstrator pilot.

 In general most pilots do not fly the Savannah this way, I suspect due to
 - either not being familiar or indeed interested in learning to flying the a/c in this manner
 - happy to fly the Savannah as if it were a general typical run-of-the-mill aircraft - which begs
the question, why buy a STOL aircraft in the first place?

The images show how the rear fuselage of the Savannah is raked up at a high angle to allow
nose-high attitudes when on the ground. In addition there is also a tail skid/bumper to further
protect the rear fuselage should it touch the ground.

I presented these thoughts to the BMAA Technical Office during their investigation and visits to
Otherton airfield but in their collective wisdom they chose to ignore them.

I also put to them what I believed at the time, and still do, to be the real reason behind the
failure of the elevator trim tab servo arm but that is another story…. they chose to ignore that
too.
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